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Article | Name

The name of this church shall be the Central Bagthurch of Quincy, lllinois.

Article I Purpose

We are a body of baptized believers committedhiéotéachings of God’s Word, the Holy
Bible, and to working together in unity, faith,calove by the indwelling Holy Spirit. As
believers we are committed to use our gifts tddoup the Body of Christ and to share the
Gospel, the Good News of redemption through oudlamd Savior, Jesus Christ, to our
community and throughout the world.

Article 1l Government and Affiliation

This church’s government is vested in the bodyclwliomposes its membership; but
because its parish is world-wide, it recognizesdhligation and privilege of cooperation
with other religious bodies having the same gdragctives. It shall therefore, be
affiliated with the Quincy Baptist AssociationgtAmerican Baptist Churches of the Great
Rivers Region, and the American Baptist Churdidhe USA.

Article IV Declaration of Belief and Practice

This church receives the New Testament as theuffilcient basis of doctrine and
practice, in  that we believe that there is but Gioel, revealed to us as Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit.

We believe the Bible is God’s book, the inspiredard of Divine revelation, written

under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit who irgests its divine truths to us. Its author is
God, its message is grace, its motive is love,i@sngurpose is salvation. It came from
God to lead us back to God.

We believe that Christian baptism is immersiowater, of believers, in the name of the

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; it is a symbol of ¢aith in a crucified, buried, and risen
Saviour; and it is a symbol of our death to sid eesurrection to a new life. Itis a
prerequisite to the privilege of church membership

We believe that the Lord’s Supper is for all bedies, and the invitation is open to all to
examine themselves as to their worthiness to aéthis symbolic ordinance.
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Condtitution
Central Baptist Church of Quincy lllinois

We adopt the church covenant commonly accepteddpyi® Churches (see bylaws Article I,
Sec. 3).

Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit oiGo receive the
Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour, and on the psada of our
faith, having been baptized in the name of théé&atand of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost, we do now in the preseof God,
Angels and this assembly, most solemnly and jbyRnter into
covenant with one another, as one body in Christ.

We engage, therefore, by the aid of the Holy §piwalk together
in Christian love; to strive for the advancemeithis church, in
knowledge, holiness, and comfort; to promote rtsperity and
spirituality; to sustain its worship, ordinancdscipline, and
doctrines; to contribute cheerfully and reguldadythe support of
the ministry, the expenses of the church, thefeli the poor,

and the spread of the gospel through all nations.

We also engage to maintain family and secret dewoto educate
religiously our children; to see the salvatioroaf kindred and
acquaintances; to walk circumspectly in the waiddhe just in

our dealings, faithful in our engagements, andvgxary in our
deportment; to avoid all tattling, backbiting, aextessive anger;

to abstain from the sale and use of intoxicatingkdas a beverage,
and to be zealous in our efforts to advance thgdom of our Saviour.

We further engage to watch over one another itherty love, to
remember each other in prayer; to aid each othsickness and
distress; to cultivate Christian sympathy in fiegd and courtesy in
speech; to be slow to take offense, but alwaydyréar reconciliation,
and mindful of the rules of our Saviour, to sedtisithout delay.

We moreover engage that, when we remove fronptaise, we will
as soon as possible unite with some other chuhgrewve can
carry out the spirit of this covenant and the gptes of God’s word.

Article V Membership

The membership of this church shall consist of @essvho have accepted Christ
as their personal Saviour and Lord, and who hakeaeledged Him in baptism,
the initial act of obedience.
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Condtitution
Central Baptist Church of Quincy lllinois

Article VI Officers

The officers of this church shall include a pastomoderator, one or more
deacons, deaconesses, trustees, one or moraémsasuclerk; and such
other officers as may be provided for in they Bydato be elected, their
duties prescribed and their work carried on iroagance with the Bylaws
hereinafter provided, or as they may be amended fime to time.

Article VII Amendments

This constitution may be amended or revised. H@wnesaid revision must
be recommended by the Advisory Council, then \gagh annual business
meeting and voted on at the following annual bessrmeeting, provided
notice of the nature of the amendment and thegdatd time of voting
shall have been submitted to the church at twsetutive Sunday
morning worship services preceding the annuali®ss meeting. Three-

fourths vote of duly qualified members presentdasessary to carry an
amendment.
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Article |

Section 1

Membership

(see Congtitution Article V)

Receiving a Member

Upon recommendation of the membership committeeaaraffirmative vote of the congregation
at any regular or membership meeting, a candidaieba received into membership in one of
the following ways:

A.

Section 2

By Believer's Baptism After public profession of faith in Jesus Christ
candidate may be received following immersion.

By Letter. A candidate may be received by letter of tranfstam other Baptist
churches.

By Statement of Christian Experience A candidate may be received upon his
testimony of conversion experience and believegibm by immersion.

By Restoration A candidate whose name has been erased froattive
membership rol{see Article |, Section 2-D) may be reinstated to active
membership.

By Special Circumstances A candidate may be considered under unique
circumstances not covered by the previously stededlitions.

Dismissing a Member

Upon recommendation of the membership committeeaaraffirmative vote of the congregation
at any regular or membership meeting, a memberbaalismissed from membership in one of
the following ways:

A.

By Letter. A letter of transfer may be granted to a chwtlike faith. Such a
document will be sent to the pastor or clerk ofrbguesting church.

By Erasure. A member will be removed upon notice that saahrher has been
received into another church.

By Exclusion A member who engages in un-Christian condugross
immorality may be dismissed. Matthew 18:15-22 Isbalapplied by the
diaconate as a guide.

By Member of Record A member who has been absent from the churctinéor
period of ong1) year without evidence of any interest will by bisn action be
designated a "Member of Record". Persons so dasidrshall not be counted as
members and have no rights of membership.

By Death
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Section 3 Duties of Members
The general duties of members, which are to gusde our relationship with God and one
another, are set forth in the church covenant eptad by Central Baptist Chur¢see
Constitution Article IV).

Section 4 Membership Register

A permanent register of members shall be keptsecare location on the church premises.
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Section 1

Section 2

A.

Section 3

A.

Article Il

Meetings

Public Worship Services
The church shall meet each Sunday and mid-weegiblic worship.

The Lord's Supper shall be observed, when fEggi the first Sunday morning of the
month, Maundy Thursday, and quarterly on Sundapiegs as determined by the
diaconate.

Baptismal services shall be observed as scha:thyléhe pastor and diaconate.

Other services may be held as deemed desirable.

Regular Business Meetings

Monthly Meetings. Monthly business meetings shall be held on thetficifednesday
of the month except December. The December mestialy be the second Wednesday
and shall include the annual election of officerd adoption of the budget for the
forthcoming year.

Quarterly Reports. Quarterly written reports emphasizing significact@mplishments
of the quarter and programming for the coming garashall be presented at the first
monthly business meeting of each quarter by altathofficers, the ministers, and the
chairs of all organizations, boards, and committees

Annual Reports. The annual report meeting shall be held duringldreiary business
meeting. Ministers, officers, and chairs of alhbas, committees, and organizations shall
provide a written report of the past year's migistrthis meeting.

Rescheduling. The advisory council may re-schedule any busineseting according to
the needs of the church calendar.

Other Meetings

Membership Meetings The moderator may call the church to order lieracceptance
of new members at any worship service.

Special Meetings.A special business meeting may be called by theenatalr to
conduct important business when recommended byaard or the advisory council.
Notice of such meeting and the purpose for whiéh éalled shall be given from the
pulpit at a Sunday morning worship service.

Agenda. Business conducted at any membership or speeieling shall be limited to
the purpose for which the meeting was called.
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Section 1

Article Il

Officers
(see Congtitution Article VI)

Church Officers

The officers of the church shall be a moderatarevnoderator, clerk, treasurer, pastor, and the
chairs of the deacons, deaconesses, trusteesti@haducation and missions. These elected
officers shall lead the church in the conduct shitisiness.

Section 2
A.

B.
C.

Section 3

A.

C.
D.
Section 4

A.

Qualifications

Be a member for ong) year.
Be familiar with the bylaws.
Pledge faithful service according to the covéraiopted by the church.

Term of Service

The moderator, vice-moderator, clerk, and trearsshall be elected by ballot to serve a
one(1) year term with a limit of thre€8) consecutive terms.

These elected officers shall assume office awaky 1 following their annual election in
December and shall serve until their successorslacted and assume the office.

The other officers shall be elected accordingrtacle IX, Section 5.

The church may at any time elect one or moristasgs to any office.

Duties

Moderator. Shall call to order and preside over all regalad special business meetings
of the church and advisory council. In the abseridhe vice-moderator, the moderator
shall appoint a parliamentarian protem. With thetpr and the chairs of the diaconate,
appoint nominating committee membésee Article VI, Section 1).

Vice-Moderator. Shall preside as moderator in the absence ahtiderator and shall
serve as parliamentarian of all regular and spécisiness meetings of the church. In the
absence of the moderator, the vice-moderator apabint a parliamentarian protem.

Clerk. Shall keep a correct and permanent record difusliness meetings of the church
and advisory council, sign all letters of transfpervise maintenance of all church
membership records in which changes shall be ragatey occur, and perform other
duties which usually pertain to such an office.

Treasurer. Shall sign all checks over the counter-signatdithie financial secretary.
The treasurer shall be an ex-officio member ofttbard of trustees.
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Chair of the Board of Deacons Shall preside as moderator in the absence bfthet
moderator and vice-moderator, shall lead and ditecactivities of the board of deacons,
and shall preside at joint meetings of the diacan&tith the moderator and the pastor,
appoint nominating committee membésee Article VI, Section 1).

Chairs of the Boards of Deaconesses, Trustees, Gitran Education, and Missions
Shall lead and direct the activities of their retpe boards. The chair of the
deaconesses, with the moderator and the pastdirappaint nominating committee
membergsee Article VI, Section 1).
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Article IV
The Ministry

Section 1 Pastor

A. Qualifications. The pastor of this church shall be a regulariamed American Baptist
minister.

B. Duties. The pastor shall have the following respongibati

preach the Gospel.

administer the ordinances.

lead the worship services.

promote the spiritual welfare of the church.

serve as an ex-officio member providing guidaiode boards and
committees of the church.

agrwdE

6. perform duties as outlined in writing by thegatitommittee at the time
of a call which may subsequently vary as the chshail determine.

7. supervise the entire church staff in cooperatitih the board of trustees.

8. support the "mission purpose" and cooperate thi#lagencies of the
American Baptist Churches in the USA.

9. with the moderator and the chairs of the diatmrappoint nominating

committee membersee Article VI, Section 1).
10. abide by the bylaws of the church.

Section 2 Other Ministerial Staff

A. Qualifications. Other ministers shall be a regularly ordainedefinan Baptist minister,
a person seeking ordination, or a lay professional.

B. Duties. Each minister shall have the following respoititibs:
1. perform duties as outlined in writing by thegattommittee at the time
of a call which may subsequently vary as the chshail determine.
2. support the "mission purpose" and cooperate thigragencies of the
American Baptist Churches in the USA.
3. abide by the bylaws of the church.
Section 3 Term of Service
Not specified.
Section 4 American Baptist Meetings

At least ong1) minister may represent the church at Area anddRegimnual meetings and the
American Baptist Churches in the USA Biennial(revised 10/22/080
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Section 5

A.

Resignation or Dismissal

A minister choosing to resign is requested t@ghirty (30) days notice. An affirmative
vote of the church shall recognize the closure ioistry (see Article 1X, Section 6-A).

A minister may be dismissed for cause. Thefaihg procedures shall be implemented:

1.

a ks

The diaconate under the guidance of Matthew5t82l.and after consultation
with the pastoral relations committee and the AozariBaptist Area Minister,
shall call a special business meetjsge Article |1, Section 3-B).

A minister will be dismissed upon a two-thi(@3) majority vote by ballofsee
Article I X, Section 6-B).

The clerk shall give official written notice thfe action of the church to the
dismissed minister.

A minister so dismissed shall be relieved ofiaties immediately.

Following the date of dismissal, the ministelymeceive salary for a maximum
of ninety(90) days which includes unused accrued vacation.
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Section 1

A.

Section 2

Article V

Boards

The Board of Deacons

Purpose Meet regularly with the deaconesses and thepsastesign, promote, and
have charge of evangelistic programming, visitataomd outreach through which the
whole church may make its witness and share itis,fad that, by the grace of God, souls
may be won to faith in Christ and membership incherch.

Constituency. The board shall consist of twel{&2) members or ongl) member for
every fifteen(15) families, whichever is greater. They shall betd for a term of three
(3) years, one-third@l/3) of the board to be elected each year. No deaahtsheligible
for two (2) consecutive terms.

Duties. The deacons shall have the following resporigést

1. provide spiritual leadership so that activittesate fellowship and spiritual
growth among the members.

2. work to create harmony among the membership.

3. maintain contact to know and care for neede®imembers through a system of
districts based on the required number of deacons.

4, assist the pastor in administering the ordinance

5. deal with matters of discipline with the assistaof the deaconesggsse Article
VIII).

6. direct relief work through the administrationtbé Fellowship Fund.

7. supervise and promote attendance for Sundayhiposervices, the mid-week
prayer meeting, and provide ushers as needed.

8. provide for the supply of the pulpit in the afose or resignation of the pastor.
They shall have general supervision of the Sundayices of worship and the
mid-week prayer meeting.

9. meet once a month with the board of deaconégstwre information and
separately to conduct their normal business.

10. counsel and cooperate with all committees.

11. fulfill the role of the membership committisee Article VI, Section 5).

12. appoint a representative to the music commigsArticle VI, Section 2-B).

13. be responsible for activating a pulpit comneittéhen neede(bee Article VI,
Section 12).

Special Meetings A special meeting may be called at any timehgygastor, the chair,
or any thre¢3) members.

Deacon Emeritus In recognition of long and faithful service, @mber may be elected
by vote of the church to the office of Deacon Emuerio serve for life and may meet
with the board if he so desires.

The Board of Deaconesses
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A. Purpose Meet regularly with the deacons and the pastdesign, promote, and have
charge of evangelistic programming, visitation, antteach through which the whole
church may make its witness and share its faitlthap by the grace of God, souls may
be won to faith in Christ and membership in therchu

B. Constituency. The board shall consist of twel{&2) members or ongl) member for
every fifteen(15) families, whichever is greater. They shall betld for a term of three
(3) years, one-thirdl/3) of the board to be elected each year. No deacahadse
eligible for two(2) consecutive terms.

C. Duties. The deaconesses shall have the following redpititiss:
1. provide spiritual leadership so that activittesate fellowship and spiritual
growth among the members.
2. work to create harmony among the membership.
3. maintain contact to know and care for neede®imembers through a system of

districts based on the required number of deacesess

assist the pastor in administering the ordinance

deal with matters of discipline with the assisgof the deacons (see Article

VII).

advise the deacons of benevolent needs forfuke &ellowship Fund.

institute programs of ministry.

promote attendance at all worship services.

meet once a month with the board of deaconkacesnformation and separately

to conduct their normal business.

10. counsel and cooperate with all committees.

11. fulfill the role of the membership committisee Article VI, Section 5).

12. appoint a representative to the music commigsArticle VI, Section 2-B).

13. be responsible for activating a pulpit comneittéhen neede(bee Article VI,
Section 12).

Sl

©o~NOo

D. Special Meetings A special meeting may be called at any timehgygastor, the chair,
or any thre¢3) members.

E. Deaconess Emeritus In recognition of long and faithful service, &mber may be
elected by vote of the church to the office of Dmass Emeritus to serve for life and
may meet with the board if she so desires.

Section 3 The Board of Trustees
A. Purpose Have charge of all church property and assets.
B. Constituency. The board shall consist of twel{&2) members. They shall be elected for

a term of threé3) years, one-thir@1l/3) of the board to be elected each year. No trustee
shall be eligible for tw@2) consecutive terms.

C. Duties. The trustees shall have the following respolisés:
1. keep the church property insured and in goodirep
Bylaws
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10.

report at the January business meeting an iosenf church property, its
estimated value, and the amount of insurance darrie

monitor cash flow of receipts and budget expenels by other boards and
committees. Each board or committee chair mayagpthe expenditure of up
to $50.00 per month within their approved budgehwut prior approval of the
trustees. All other expenditures must have priraval of the board before
incurring the expense. The board shall only cardide amount of each request
and not the purpose.

refer to the church new projects and equipmerauanting to $1,000.00 or more.
see that the custodians of funds are properygéd.

appoint fouf4) members as the finance committee with the follgwin
responsibilities:

a. solicit budgetary proposals from all boards, oitees, auxiliary
organizations, and chartered organizations.
b. prepare the annual budget proposal and pretsarthie following order:

i. to the advisory council at its October meeting.
ii. as a report to the church at the October bigsimeeeting.
iii. for adoption by the church at the Decemberihess meeting.

C. cooperate with the stewardship committee in ootidg the stewardship
program.

In addition, the following shall be ex-officio meeis for the preparation of the
annual budget proposal: all church officers, thaircof each board and
committee, and a representative from each auxidad/chartered organization.

employ or designate a financial secretary kndgdable in bookkeeping or
accounting who's responsibilities shall include:

a. maintain a set of financial records that refteetstatus of the church's
financial assets and liabilities.

b. prepare monthly, quarterly, and annual repantthe financial condition
of the church.

C. prepare payrolls and reports as required.

d. other duties as needed in cooperation with ldrécal and ministerial

staff, or as assigned by the board of trustees.

employ, supervise, and recommend salaries lfofesical, custodial, music, and
other paid staff as approved by the church.

establish a system of accounts in accordant¢estandard accounting
procedures.

employ or designate a stewardship secretaryshath have the following
responsibilities:

a. keep a record of all pledges made for the stagbdhe church program
at home and abroad, and furnish financial envelémethe members.
b. keep an accurate record of each contributottzEmdmount of all
collections.
Bylaws
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C. issue quarterly statements of contributiondltoegular contributors to
inform them of their status of giving.

d. count all receipts and deposit the funds inbduak.
e. record and acknowledge receipt of all memonidl special donations.
11. employ or designate an assistant stewardsbiptaey who shall assist the

stewardship secretary weekly in the joint counting depositing of the receipts.
In the absence of either the stewardship secretahe assistant, the chair of the
finance committee shall assist in the counting deybsiting of the receipts.

12. appoint a sufficient number of persons to agesad maintain the audio/visual
equipment.

13. in the absence of the treasurer or financiaksary, the chair shall be authorized
to counter-sign checks.

14. appoint representatives to the following corteni:

a. ong(1) to the music committee

b. two (2) to the legacy-gift committee

C. one(l) to the stewardship committee who shall be a membie
finance committee

15. be responsible for activating a building coneaitwhen needed.
16. meet once a month to conduct normal business.

D. Special Meetings A special meeting may be called at any timehgygastor, the chair,
or any threg¢3) members.

Section 4 The Board of Christian Education

A. Purpose Be responsible for the organization, adminigimtand supervision of the
entire educational program of the church.

B. Constituency. The board shall consist of twel{&2) members. They shall be elected
for a term of thre€3) years, one-thirdl/3) of the board to be elected each year. No
member shall be eligible for tw@) consecutive terms.

C. Duties. The board shall have the following responsiletit
1. provide leadership for the following areas ohisiiry:
a. children
b. youth
C. adults
d. family life education
e. multimedia resources
f. sports
g. leadership development
h. social concerns
i. special programs
j- nursery
2. develop educational objectives and goals wiistence from the ministerial

staff.
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Section 5

A.

Section 6

A.

7.
8.

provide Sunday school superintendent, assistgrgrintendent, and secretary
from within the board membership.

enlist, train, and appoint all church educationarkers.

procure necessary literature and supplies ffemdtudson Press. Other material
may be used subject to board approval. (Revised 10/22/08)

periodically review the educational needs ofdherch and make
recommendations and provide leadership to accomitlizsse needs.

prepare and submit a proposed annual educaticgel.

meet once a month to conduct normal business.

Special Meetings A special meeting may be called at any timehgygastor, the chair,
or any thre€¢3) members.

The Board of Missions

Purpose Organize, administer, and supervise the entissions program of the church,
which includes both international and national stiiés of the American Baptist
Churches in the USA and local missions.

Constituency. The board shall consist of ni(® members. They shall be elected for a
term of threg3) years, one-thirdl/3) of the board to be elected each year. No member
shall be eligible for tw@2) consecutive terms.

Duties. The board shall have the following responsiletit

1.
2.

promote congregational interest in missions.
promote giving to missions including the f@d)y special annual offerings:

America for Christ

World Mission Offering

One Great Hour of Sharing

Retired Ministers and Missionaries "Thank Youfeting

aoow

conduct annual school of missions.

develop special events such as missionary spgakerk missions, films, and
other projects.

prepare and submit a proposed annual missiogebud

encourage and promote mission projects thatdeaglop into self-supporting
churches.

encourage attendance at association and aramgsee

appoint a representative to the stewardship dtieenm

meet once a month to conduct normal business.

Special Meetings A special meeting may be called at any timehgygastor, the chair,
or any thred¢3) members.

The Advisory Council

Purpose Coordinate and enable the church to consideoiitapt matters by due
process(see | Cor 14:40)
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Constituency. The council shall consist of the pastor, otheristerial staff, the church
officers, (the moderator, vice-moderator, clerk, treasurer, and the chair of the deacons,
deaconesses, trustees, Christian education and missions), the chair of each board and
committee, the president of each auxiliary orgairathe elected representative to each
chartered organization, and the president of thethyoouncil. In the absence of a

council member, an alternate representative mayrément with power to vote. Each
board, committee, auxiliary organization, and a@d organization shall be permitted
one(1l) member. The church moderator shall be chaittlamdlerk shall be secretary.

Duties. The council shall have the following responsieis:

1. assist the ministerial staff in the organizatdithe work of the church.

2. consider all proposals for significant plansratters of policy presented to the
council by boards, committees, or auxiliary orgatians, and present all such
proposals to the church for final disposition wiitle council's positive or
negative recommendation.

3. have the tally of the council's vote recordeditbmatters presented, and reported
at the next business meeting.
4, meet monthly to act on matters presented fosidenation.

Special Meetings A special meeting may be called at any timehgygastor, the chair,
or any thre¢3) members.
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Section 1

Section 2

Section 3

Article VI

Standing Committees

The Nominating Committee
Purpose Nominate qualified candidates to fill churchiods.

Constituency. The committee shall consist of fi{® members appointed by the
moderator, the chairs of the diaconate, and thopg@se Article I X, Section 9), and
approved by the church at its annual business nigeti

Duties. The committee shall have the following respoititids:

maintain a list of qualified church members.

consider the spiritual needs of the church aedspiritual gifts of the candidate.
interview each candidate and explain the dutieéke office.

ascertain the candidate's willingness to serve.

compile a list of onél) nominee for each office to be filled.

post the list at least tw@) weeks prior to the annual election at the December
business meetingee Article 11, Section 2-A).

recommend nominees for vacancies that occurdagt@nnual elections.

ouhrwnhE

~

The Music Committee
Purpose Coordinate the music ministries of the church.

Constituency. The committee shall consist of thi(@ elected members plus the
following ex-officio members: the directors of aliganized choirs and oif#)
representative from each of the following boardsstees, deacons, and deaconesses.

Duties. The committee shall have the following respoititids:

1. promote spiritual growth through the medium efsio in cooperation with the
ministerial staff.

have general charge of music equipment.

maintain a music library.

coordinate singspirations.

provide special music as needed.

make recommendations to the trustees regardmgriployment of paid music
staff.

supervise the music staff in cooperation withrfinisterial staff.

assist in providing musical leadership for &llich activities.

administer the music budget.

oOUhwN

© N

The Social Committee
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Section 4
A.

B.

Section 5
A.

Purpose Plan and coordinate church-wide social actisitie requested.
Constituency. The committee shall consist of fourtdéd) members.

Duties. The committee shall have the following respoititigs:

1. arrange details and implement plans for schedtherch-wide social activities.
2. maintain supplies as needed.
3. administer the social committee budget.

The Decorating Committee
Purpose Plan and coordinate appropriate decorationthfasanctuary.

Constituency. The committee shall consist of eigt members of which at least two
(2) must be men.

Duties. The committee shall have the following respoititigs:

1. provide decorations for regular worship services
2. provide suitable decorations for special ch@wmbnsored occasions.
3. administer the decorating budget.

The Membership Committee
Purpose Recommend appropriate actions regarding all neeshlip activities of the
church.

Constituency. The committee shall consist of all members efdtaconate. The chairs
of the deacons and deaconesses shall be co-cadrthe secretary of the deaconesses
shall be secretary.

Duties. The committee shall have the following respoititigs:

1. meet with all candidates prior to their namdgadppresented to the church.

2. hear each candidate's testimony of Christiaeepce.

3 present to candidates a description of the uanministries and programs of the
church.

4, present appropriate membership recommendatiotie tchurch for
consideration.

5. become acquainted with all new members and lefaieir previous experience
in service to the Lord.

6. introduce new members to their assigned deattileaconess.

7. assist new members in becoming active, growiambers of the church family.

8. serve as a welcoming committee to assist newhbagesrin becoming acquainted
with other members.

9. have the secretary make a membership repdre dblilowing monthly business
meeting.

Meetings The committee shall meet as part of the regulamthly diaconate meeting.
Special meetings may be called at the requeskegbaistor, the co-chairs, or any th(8e
members.
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Section 6 The Building Committee (when needed)
A. Purpose Coordinate any major building expansion effaftthe church.

B. Constituency. The committee shall consist of tweli#2) members nominated by the
trustees and elected by the church. The chalveobobard of trustees and the church
treasurer shall be ex-officio members. Memberd skave until the proposed building
expansion is completed, at which time they shallismissed by vote of the church.
Normal maintenance and improvements to existingatirowned facilities shall be the
responsibility of the board of trustees and shallrequire the formation of this
committee.

C. Duties. The committee shall receive duties specifiethieychurch at the time the
committee is elected.

Section 7 The Legacy-Gift Committee
A. Purpose Coordinate all legacy-gift activities of the cbh.
B. Constituency. The committee shall consist of fqd) elected members plus ol ex-

officio member from the board of trustees.

C. Duties. The committee shall have the following respoititigs:
1. assist church members and the families of dedemgmbers with legacy-gift
decisions.
2. fulfill the intent and instructions as specifiegithe donor regarding the legacy-
gift.
3. coordinate all activities with the board of tees.
4, formulate a policy, subject to church approf@l,administration of undesignated
legacies-gifts.
5. provide a written annual report to the churchlbfegacies-gifts received by the
church.
Section 8 The Community Publicity Committee
A. Purpose Plan and coordinate publicity and public relasi@activities of the church

through the media to the community.

B. Constituency. The committee shall consist of fif® members.

C. Duties. The committee shall seek to publicize the chanath its ministries within the
community.

D. This committee shall only be activated to agkistpastor at his requesbdded 10/22/08)
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Section 9
A.
B.
C.

Section 10

A.

Section 11

A.

The Bus Committee

Purpose Plan, coordinate, and implement the bus ministtye church.

Constituency. The committee shall consist of nif®® members.

Duties. The committee shall have the following respoititigs:

PwnNPE

o

enlist, train, and schedule bus drivers.

determine bus routes and schedules.

maintain buses and equipment.

make recommendations to the board of trustggsdiag major repairs to and/or
the replacement of buses.

be able to spend up to $250.00 per month frain budget, for repair and
maintenance purposes, without prior approval obib&rd of trustees.

formulate a policy, subject to church approf@l,using all church-owned
vehicles.

The Pastoral Relations Committee

Purpose Foster constructive communication between tmgagation and its
ministerial leadership, and give guidance and celimg as appropriate.

Constituency. The committee shall consist of fi{® elected members who exhibit
characteristics of trust, sensitivity, and caririthim the church family.

Duties. The committee shall have the following respoititigs:

1.
2.

3.

strengthen relationships between the pastott@ndongregation.

act as a channel regarding congregational mectd the pastors' leadership and
for the pastors' reactions to the congregatiosamsiveness to their leadership.
counsel with the professional staff regardimpatinuing education program.
review the ministers' compensation and makenmneoendations to the finance
committee for the annual budget.

support and encourage members who have comrttite@tselves to professional
Christian service.

furnish written reports quarterly to the chueetd verbal reports at other times as
determined by the committee to be in the bestastasf the church.

Meetings The committee shall meet quarterly. Specialtmge may be called by the
chair, a minister, or at the request of any tl{Byenembers.

The Stewardship Committee

Purpose Cultivate a spirit of stewardship within the otiu
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B. Constituency. The committee shall consist of thi(@ elected members plus tW®) ex-
officio members: onél) representative from the finance committee and(ihe
representative from the board of missions.

C. Duties. The committee shall have the following respoititids:
1. promote a spirit of giving within the congregaati
2. cultivate the talents and abilities of memberitther the ministry of the church.
3. coordinate the stewardship program in cooperatith the ministerial staff and

the finance committee.

Section 12 The Pulpit Committee (when needed)
A. Purpose Seek qualified ministerial leadership for theiai.
B. Constituency. The committee shall consist of tweli#®) members representative of the

membership of the congregation.

C. Organization. The diaconate, upon determination of the neestoire ministerial
leadership for the church, shall without delay nuaie a pulpit committee and present
their nominations to the church for electi@ae Article I X, Section 9). Upon election, the
chair of the board of deacons shall convene thertiee to organize the members and
to outline the charge for which they are elect€tle committee shall continue to
function until they have fulfilled the charge giventhem at which time they shall be
dismissed by vote of the church.

D. Duties. The committee shall have the following respoititids:
1. be guided in its work by the published recomnag¢iods of the American Baptist
Churches in the USA. (Revised 10/22/08)
2. provide the qualifications and background of¢hrdidate to the advisory

council for their consideration. After such corsation the candidate may be
presented to the church.

3. schedule a special business meeting for theoparpf extending a call to the
candidate. An announcement shall be made at &ltings during the tw@?)
weeks prior to the scheduled business meetingallAdl be extended to the
candidate upon a two-third2/3) affirmative vote by ballot of those members
present and votinfsee Article | X, Section 6-B).
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Article VII
Support of the Church

This church shall be supported by tithes and aftgri According to the Scriptures it is the duty
and obligation of all members to have a part infth@ncial support of this church and its
ministries.
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Article VIII
Discipline

Difficulties between members, un-Christian condoctgross immorality, when brought to the
attention of the diaconate, shall be dealt withoading to our Master's instruction in Matthew
18:15-22.
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Article IX

Government

Section 1 Parliamentary Procedure

Business meetings of the church shall be conductadcordance with "Robert's Rules of Order."
All business activities shall be governed by anthwhe consent of the membership in
accordance with the church's constitution and thgkevs.

Section 2 Voting Privilege

All active membergsee Article |, Section 3) shall be entitled to vote at business meetings wit
the following exceptions: members under fift€as) years of age shall not vote on the call or
dismissal of a minister, legal, financial, or diiary matters.

Section 3 Voting Procedure

Matters brought before the church for final apptaviaich are ordinarily handled by boards or
committees may not be voted upon until the chuashflist heard from that board or committee.

Section 4 Ex-officio Members of Boards and Committees

Ex-officio (by virtue of position) members of boards and committees shall have dtithg
privileges of that board or committee unless sjuadlfy stated otherwise in these bylaws.

Section 5 Organization of Boards and Committees

Following the annual election, each board and cdtemshall elect a chair and organize to carry
out its purpose in the manner deemed most effebinies members. The chairs of the deacons,
deaconesses, trustees, missions, and Christiaatemtyas elected by their respective board
members, are officers of the church.

Section 6 Quorum

A. Business Meetings A quorum for proceeding with business meetirigdl be
three(3) for each one hundrgd00) active membergsee Article |, Section 3)

B. Calling or Dismissing a Minister. A quorum for proceeding with a business meeting
for the purpose of calling or dismissing a ministkeall be twenty perce(20%) of the
active membergsee Article |, Section 3)

C. Boards and Committees A quorum for all boards and committees shalfitbg percent
(50%) of the membership of the board or committee héf¢ are vacancies, a quorum
shall consist of fifty percerfb0%) of those currently serving.

D. Advisory Council. A quorum for the advisory council shall be twefive percent
(25%) of the authorized representativefsee Article V, Section 6-B)
Section 7 Denominational Meetings
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The church shall elect informed delegates eacha&aepresentatives to the scheduled
denominational meetings in accordance with the rarmabotted the church. The delegates shall
be elected at the business meeting prior to thedstbd denominational meeting.

Section 8 Chartered Organizations

Church sponsored organizations such as Boy Sagirtsscouts, etc. shall have a representative
elected by the church to be a liaison betweentlaetering organization and the church. The
representative shall work with the group and repoédrterly.

Section 9 Auxiliary Organizations

Church approved groups other than boards or coemsitisuch as American Baptist Women's
Ministries, American Baptist Men, American Bapt¥siuth, etc., that help carry out the various
ministries are defined as auxiliary organizations.

Section 10 Nominations

At all elections further nominations may be madafithe floor. Election of the nominating
committee and the pulpit committee shall be exengoh floor nominations.

Section 11 Term of Service of Committees

Committee members shall be elected by ballot teeserong1) year term with a limit of three
(3) consecutive terms.

Section 12 Amendments

These bylaws may be amended at any business meetithg recommendation of the advisory
council. Notice of the nature of the proposed aineent and the designated time of the meeting
must be submitted to the church at the regular prservice on tw@2) consecutive Sunday
mornings immediately preceding such a businessingeeA three-fourth$3/4) majority
affirmative vote of active membefsee Article |, Section 3) present is required for approval of a
proposed amendment
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Section 1

Article X

Constitution of the Youth Council

Name

The name of this organization shall be "Youth CdaurfcCentral Baptist Church”, hereafter
referred to as "Youth Council".

Section 2
A.

Section 3

Section 4

A.

Purposes, Powers, and Duties

The primary purpose of the youth council shalltb promote Christ and foster greater
understanding and cooperation between the you@teofral Baptist Church and other
members of Central Baptist, and among the younglpebemselves.

The youth council shall speak for the youthlaf thurch by making recommendations
and/or suggestions to the various boards and cdeenibf the church.

The youth council shall plan all social funcgdor the youth of the church which do not
come directly under the responsibility of otheramigations of the church.

The youth council shall plan periodic retreatsthe youth of the church.

Membership
The youth council shall consist of all activeuylo of the church and two adult sponsors.

The two adult sponsors shall consist of the lyoapresentative of the board of christian
education and another adult of the youth counmil/a choosing. The ministers of the
church shall be ex-officio members. Neither thelasponsors nor the ministers shall
have voting privileges.

Officers and Organizations

The youth council shall elect from its membassawn officers consisting of a president,
vice-president, secretary, and treasurer.

The president shall have been a member of ththyfor at least one year and be a senior
high youth. The remaining officers must have be&emember for at least one year.
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C. The four officers in addition to a representatfisom the junior and senior high groups shall
meet outside the regular meetings at least oncerdimto conduct business not pertaining to all
youth and/or organize business that shall be brtowgio the youth.

D. The president shall appoint any committees asl@# The chairmen of said committees must
be members of the youth council. Committee membeesl not be members of the youth
council.

E. A quorum of seven voting members shall be ptasasrder to conduct official business.

F. The youth council shall meet at least once atmtmncarry out its duties as listed in Section 2.

G. The president of the youth council shall be tngomember of the advisory council of the
church.

Section5 Voting
A. Each member shall have one vote excluding tesigent who shall vote only in case of a tie.

B. There shall be no absentee voting.

Monthly Business Meeting

October 224, 2008 The
Moderator called the meeting to order, establishgdorum, and opened with prayer.
The moderator reviewed the recommended changes to the Bylaws as follows:
» Article IV, Section 4. Change “shall” to “may”.
» Article V, Section 4, Paragraph C, Line 5. Change “the American Baptist Publication Society”
to “Judson Press”.
» Article VI, Section 8. Add paragraph “D” to read “This committee shall only be activated to
assist the pastor at his request.
» Article VI, Section 12, Paragraph D, Line 1. Strike “National Commission on the Ministry of
the” which is no longer a functioning commission of the denomination.
Jim Fox moved that we accept the changes as presented. The motion was seconded and passed
unanimously with zero NO votes and no abstentions.
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